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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication, 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 October 2003 . . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

. closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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10)E3 The drawing(s) filed on 09 October 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)M objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The application filed 10/9/03 has been examined. Claims 1-20 are pending. 

2. The IDS filed 2/2/04 has been considered. 

3. The drawings are objected to because Fig. 1 must be labeled "Prior Art" not 
"(BACKGROUND)". The term "background" does not clearly establish that the subject 
matter shown is prior art relative to applicant's invention. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1. 121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate 
figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining 
figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the 
several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 8, 9, 11-15 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fidanza et al. (5,799,258). 

A. As per claims 1 and 13, Fidanza discloses a wheelchair monitoring system (Fig. 
1) which includes a programmed controller (10) connected to sensors for monitoring 
operating parameters, a joystick unit (70) and a display (66) integrated into the joystick 
unit (70) in which the controller interacts with the joystick unit to display various 
parameters (Abs; col. 5, lines 12-51). 

B. As per claims 2, 3, 14 and 15, as above wherein the user operates the joystick 
unit (70) to select various operations and to display information related thereto (col. 5, 
lines 12-51). The system would have inherently included memory means within the 
controller since the system provides a trip meter function which necessarily required 
information to be stored and recalled as desired. 

C. As per claims 8, 9 and 20, as above wherein the display may display 
information on the display screen related to at least time, distance and speed whereby 
each parameter inherently includes its corresponding parametric unit. 

D. As per claims 11 and 12, as above wherein the joystick unit is connected to the 
controller via a cable. The controller would have inherently incorporated a processing 
device since it performs various processing functions (i.e., trip meter, stop watch, heart 
monitor, etc.). Fidanza further suggests proving calculator and computer functions 
(col. 5, lines 49-51). 
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6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4-7 and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fidanza in view of DX Specialty Controls Master Remote (hereinafter DX). 

A. Fidanza is applied as above. The claimed invention differs in that the joystick is 
used to interact with the display screen as well as cause the display screen to display 
operational parameters in a sequential manner. 

B. DX discloses a control device for a power driven wheelchair in which the 
joystick can be used to control a display device when a mode button is selected to place 
the control device into a display mode. The joystick can then be used to interact with 
the display screen. The DX device also includes scan capabilities which enables the 
display to scan through menu options at a programmable rate. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would have found it obvious to incorporate the teachings of DX into the 
wheelchair control system of Fidanza because it would have allowed the user to use a 
single input device (i.e., joystick) to control wheelchair movements as well as interact 
with the display. 

8. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fidanza in 
view of DX and Watkins et al. (5,248,007). 
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A. Fidanza is applied as above whereby Fig. 2 shows a display (66), but does not 
include information on the display such that one of ordinary skill in the art could 
readily ascertain how the information is presented. The claimed invention uses two 
lines of display. However, one of ordinary skill in the computer arts would have 
readily recognized that various combinations of alphanumeric and graphic information 
could be arranged on the display according to design needs. 

B. For example, DX suggests that multiple lines of alphanumeric characters may be 
displayed since DX provides an embodiment in which the joystick is used to select a 
mode from a menu option. In addition, Watkins (Figs. 5,6) show displays with 
multiple lines of text/graphics. Thus, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
utilized these known arrangements of displaying data on a display screen in the system 
of Fidanza since it was well-known known in the computer arts to display information 
using at least multiple lines of alphanumeric characters. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The cited documents are of general interest. Littlejohn et al. (5,274,311) discloses 
the general architecture of a computer-controlled power driven wheelchair. Bound (GB 
2244684) shows an integrated joystick/display unit in Fig. 18 (1,23). 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Zanelli whose telephone number is (703) 305-9756. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 5:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas G. Black can be reached on (703) 305-8233. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). * 
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